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Prostate Cancer Community Calls for Better Early Detection and Treatment

12 Patient Advocacy Groups and Medical Organizations Join 25 Congressional Black Caucus Members in
Supporting PRIME Act

WASHINGTON, Sept. 17 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- In a presentation today at the Congressional Black
Caucus Foundation's Annual Legislative Conference Health Braintrust meeting, Faina Shtern, M.D., president
and CEO of AdMeTech Foundation, unveiled overwhelming support from Congressional Black Caucus
(CBC) members and patient advocacy organizations for the Prostate Research, Imaging, and Men's
Education Act of 2010 (PRIME Act). This support builds on the rapidly growing number of Congressional
co-sponsors for the legislation, including 25 CBC members who are particularly concerned about the
disproportionate impact of prostate cancer on African American men.

Prostate cancer is the most common and the second-most lethal cancer in American men. African American
men have a 60 percent higher incidence and 250 percent higher mortality rate.

Reintroduced earlier this year by Rep. Elijah Cummings (D-Md.), former CBC chair and long-time champion
of the fight against prostate cancer, the PRIME Act would provide $650 million over five years for research
and education to advance prostate cancer diagnostics. Rep. Cummings reintroduced the bill following a House
Oversight and Government Reform Committee that identified the need for reliable blood or urinary tests for
mass screening and medical imaging technologies for improved early detection and treatment. Sen. Barbara
Boxer (D-Calif.) has introduced similar legislation in the Senate.

"Despite the tragic statistics surrounding prostate cancer, there are no reliable, accurate diagnostic tools for
the detection and treatment of the disease," said Rep. Cummings. "We must allow patients to make informed
decisions. I am concerned that many men will not bother to have the initial discussion with their physician
because of new reports that current screening will not make a difference in their overall health."”

The PRIME Act has seen growing momentum from all sectors of the prostate cancer community, formally
announced today by Dr. Shtern. In her presentation, Dr. Shtern emphasized prostate cancer as "public health
disaster" among African American men and discussed racial disparities in incidence and outcomes. She
described emerging scientific data indicating that image-guided early detection may save lives, and that
image-guided treatment can control prostate cancer, as well as radical surgery, while drastically reducing
complications and costs.

"The PRIME Act will serve as a 'Manhattan Project’ for ending the prostate cancer as a socio-economic crisis
in our country and a public health disaster among African American men. This legislation will enable
development of lifesaving tools for mass screening and advancement of imaging technologies to guide early
detection and minimally-invasive treatment,” said Dr. Shtern. "The PRIME Act is particularly timely now, as
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President Obama named September National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month and urged research for
improved prevention, early detection and treatment.”

The prostate cancer advocacy community also unfolded a united push for the legislation today. Dr. Shtern
announced and released formal letters of support for the PRIME Act on behalf of the Men's Health Network,
Mets Mavericks, National Alliance of State Prostate Cancer Coalitions, Prostate Health Education Network,
Prostate Cancer Research Institute (PCRI), Prostate Cancer International, Patient Advocates for Advanced
Cancer Treatments, Us TOO International Prostate Cancer Education and Support Network and Zero: The
Project to End Prostate Cancer. In addition, three major professional medical organizations — the Academy of
Radiology Research, Medical Imaging Technology Association and the Radiologic Society of North America
—also announced their support for the PRIME Act.

"Research to advance diagnostic and imaging technologies will make it possible to end a staggering extent of
unnecessary and failed procedures,” said Mark Scholz, M.D., head of PCRI, medical director of Prostate
Oncology Specialists in Los Angeles, assistant professor of medicine at the University of Southern California
and author of the recently published book, Invasion of the Prostate Snatchers. In his book, Dr. Scholz argues
that forty out of the fifty thousand radical surgeries performed annually are unjustified, and that these men
would have benefited more from non-invasive monitoring of their prostate cancer.

The current 38 PRIME Act House of Representatives co-sponsors include: Reps. Elijah Cummings, sponsor
(D-Md.), Sanford Bishop (D-Ga.), Dan Burton (D-Ind.) G.K. Butterfield (D-N.C.), Michael E. Capuano
(D-Mass.), Andre Carson (D-Ind.), Del. Donna Christensen (D-VI), Yvette Clarke (D-N.Y.), Wm. Lacy Clay
(D-Mo.), John Conyers (D-Mich.), Jerry Costello (D-111.), Danny K. Davis (D-IIl.), Susan A. Davis (D-Calif.),
Peter A. DeFazio (D-Ore.), Bill Delahunt (D-Mass.), Michael F. Doyle (D-Pa.), Chet Edwards (D-Texas),
Keith Ellison (D-Minn.), Chaka Fattah (D-Penn.), Barney Frank (D-Mass.), Marcia Fudge (D-Ohio), Raul M.
Grijalva (D-Ariz.), Alcee Hastings (D-Fla.), Sheila Jackson Lee (D-Texas), Henry "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
(D-Ga.), John Lewis (D-Ga.), Jim Marshall (D-Ga.), Eric Massa (D-N.Y.), James McGovern (D-Mass.), Greg
Meeks (D-N.Y.), Gwen Moore (D-Wis.), Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.), Charles Rangel (D-N.Y.),
Laura Richardson (D-Calif.), Bobby Rush (D-Il.), David Scott (D-Ga.), James. F. Sensenbrenner, Jr.
(D-Wis.), Bennie Thompson (D-Miss) and Mel Watt (D-N.C.)

The AdMeTech Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that provides international leadership and
conducts ground-breaking programs in research and education for facilitated development of accurate
diagnostic tools for early detection and minimally-invasive treatment of prostate cancer to save lives,
improve quality of life in millions of men, and reduce billions of dollars in health care costs. AdMeTech's
mission is to end the era of blind prostate cancer care and create the future of image-guided, least invasive,
and precisely targeted diagnosis and treatment that can be performed in outpatient clinics with minimal
patient discomfort, complications, and costs.

SOURCE AdMeTech Foundation
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